Bible Characters — Samuel 
(1 Samuel) 
(1 Samuel 1; 2:1-11,18-26; 3; 7-10; 12-13; 15-16; 19:18-24; 25:1; 28) 


Samuel, whose name means ‘asked of God,’ is a person from whom we can learn many things — 
one of which is what it means to listen out for and to obey God’s voice. He has a lot of 
challenges to deal with as the events unfold, following along his entire life, as recorded in the 
Bible. The Bible tells us that Samuel is unique in that he functions as ‘three-in-one,’ being a 
priest (1 Samuel 2:11), the first Prophet (1 Samuel 3:1-21; Acts 3:24) and Israel’s last Judge (1 
Samuel 7:6). By means of his relationships, we can see how he learns to listen and obey God — 
especially, in the midst of opposition he faces — dealing with others, who do not even seek God. 


We learn about Samuel’s relationship with God, as He initially calls him. With some human 
guidance by the priest Eli, Samuel learns to listen out for God’s voice. This helps us understand 
that listening out for God’s voice — is something that takes time, and we should not loose heart, 
if we cannot immediately distinguish His voice. Just like Samuel, we keep listening out 
expectantly for God’s voice, so we can also follow along like Samuel: “Samuel was displeased 
with their request and went to the LORD for guidance. ‘Do everything they say to you,’ the LORD 
replied, ‘for they are rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their king any longer.” (1 
Samuel 8:6-7 NLT). 


Yet, as we see in Samuel, just because we are listening, hearing and obeying God, does not 
mean others will do the same. As the Hebrew people reject Samuel’s sons as Judges and ask for 
a king instead, Samuel immediately turns to the Lord to listen to His voice (1 Samuel 8:6-7 NLT). 
As Samuel delivers God’s warning, the people refuse to listen to and obey God (1 Samuel 8:19- 
20). This later culminates in king Saul’s encounter with Samuel. Here Saul refuses to wait for 
Samuel for instructions, and takes matters into his own hands. Samuel’s rebuke of Saul reveals 
the consequences of not listening to God: “How foolish!’ Samuel exclaimed. ‘You have not kept 
the command the LORD your God gave you. Had you kept it, the LORD would have established 
your kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom must end, for the LORD has sought out 
a man after his own heart. The LORD has already appointed him to be the leader of his people, 
because you have not kept the LORD’s command.” (1 Samuel 13:13-14 NLT). 


To conclude, we see in the life of Samuel, a person who is obedient and faithful to God. While 
the people he deals with do not always exhibit these characteristics (the Israelites asking for a 
king, Saul and even Samuel’s own sons — Joel and Abijah are disobedient), there is one thing 
that stands out the most: Samuel listens out for God’s voice. This points us directly to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, during His earthly ministry always listens out for God’s voice (seeking His 
direction, plan, purpose and timing in prayer throughout the Gospels — Luke 3:21-22; Luke 6:12; 
Luke 9:28-36 and notably at Gethsemane in Luke 22:39-46). Particularly at Gethsemane, God 
remains silent, and so Jesus has to surrender and humble Himself to God the Father, in 
complete faith and trust. However, even while dying on the cross, Jesus continues to pray to the 
Father (in full faith and trust). Take care to read these verses in the Bible: Luke 23:34; Mark 


15:34 and Luke 23:46. Will we listen out for God’s voice, as Jesus Christ speaks to us today 
through the Holy Spirit - as we come to Him in both prayer and in silence? 
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